
 

 
 
CSB/LFA 
 
22nd January, 2021 
 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
Re: Update letter week beginning 18th January 
 
It has been a very busy week for everyone involved in Central Academy!   
 
I wanted to write to you with an update on news and announcements.  Next Friday we will send home a newsletter 
for students (and parents!) full of all the learning students have been doing, along with challenges and messages 
from staff. 
 
You will also receive a letter today from Mr Barratt about Years 10 and 11, as well as from Mrs Barnsley about Years 
7, 8 and 9 if this is relevant to your child.  Mrs Frankish has also written to you about parental support that we are 
putting in place.  I am sorry there is so much coming together on one day, but we are trying hard to keep you 
informed, as well as put in place support. 
 
Live Teaching  
 
This week you will all be aware that we have moved to live teaching for all year groups.  This does not mean that 
every lesson is taught live on screen, but a good proportion of them will be.   
 
This has involved a lot of commitment and dedication on the part of staff, as they have had to be upskilled not just 
with the necessary technology, but also learn what works well when working on a screen rather than in a classroom.  
As I said in my live broadcast last week (which is on the website if you would still like to view it), there will inevitably 
have been some teething problems with this as we move into the new phase.  Thank you for your patience with 
this! 
 
At the same time, we know that this is new for some students, particularly in Years 7, 8 and 9.  As parents, we need 
your support and help with ensuring your child settles in well to Live Teaching.  Please note the following points: 
 

1. In order to access live lessons, every student needs to have access to a device (laptop, Chromebook) where 
they can properly type answers and complete assignments 

2. If you do not have a device, please email Mr Dyer on nicky.dyer@rrca.org.uk and he will support you with 
this. 

3. When your child accesses the ‘chat’ function to participate in lessons it is really important they use this 
appropriately.  Bad language and rudeness would not be acceptable in a classroom and it is not acceptable 
on chat, which is, in fact a lesson. 

4. Students must only access the lesson which is on their timetable – if they attempt to gain entry into another 
lesson, we will phone parents and a sanction may be put in place. 

5. Under no circumstances is it acceptable that students take pictures of teachers or film them.  This will result 
in a serious consequence. 
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Assignments 
 
Assignments are independent learning tasks that are submitted by students through Teams.  In terms of marking 
assignments, core subjects (English, Maths and Science) will mark one piece of work in-depth every two weeks; for 
non-core subjects, one piece of work every three weeks will be marked.  
 
Teachers are very specific about the format needed for submission.  Due to the amount of time it takes to download 
each individual student’s work, only assignments that are submitted in the correct format will be marked.   
 
Again, we need your help!  It is really important that students take care to use the right format.  It would be a real 
shame if they spent a lot of time on some work and then it cannot be marked because it is in the wrong format.  
Please remind your child to check the format they are using.   
 
Communicating with Staff at Central 
 
As we navigate these tricky times we want to make sure that we are communicating clearly with parents and 
students.  You will be aware that most staff are working from home – in their living rooms, kitchens, etc, as I’m sure 
many parents are too.   
 
There is a temptation to ‘just keep working’ as we no longer change our physical environment, moving from home 
to work and back again.  With this in mind, I would like to draw your attention to what you can expect from staff: 
 

1. Staff will make every effort to respond to emails in a timely fashion. 
2. Staff will sometimes phone parents using an app called Horizon.  This may appear on your phone as an 

unrecognised number.  Staff will always leave a message, so please do respond. 
 
In order to help with this we ask that parents: 

1. Understand that staff are often at home when they contact you, not at their normal place of work. 
2. Understand that staff will normally only respond to emails between 8.15 am and 5.30 pm. 
3. Speak to their child about how they email – abusive and inappropriate language is never acceptable. 

 
Half Term  
 
Following some requests for clarification, schools are not expected to remain open to vulnerable children and 
children of critical workers over half term. I am letting you know this now so that you have time to make alternative 
arrangements if necessary.  
 
Carlisle Youth Zone 
 
Many parents may already be aware, but I thought it may be of interest to know that Carlisle Youth Zone have 
moved all their clubs online for everyone.  Below is a summary of key information: 

1. Activities offered 3 pm – 8 pm Monday to Friday 
2. Activities are 30 mins to 1 hour long 
3. Everything is done through Zoom – booking / joining in / downloading resources 
4. This week on the Zoom calendar the following things are happening 

Crafts / Art / Book Club / Drama / Cooking / Bake Off / Relaxation / Pampering and Self Care / Well Being / 
Bingo / Taskmaster Challenge / Fifa 21 / Geek Group / Quiz Night / Work Out / Boxercise 

5. Membership is £5 per year – at one point this week, entering the code ‘4Free’ allowed young people free 
membership .  Do check if this is still available. 

 
 



 
Upcoming Events over the next 2 weeks 
 

• Wednesday 27th January, from 3.30 pm:  Year 11 Sixth Form Subjects meeting with teachers.  Link is on the 
website. 

• Thursday 28th January:  Year 9 virtual parents’ evening.  Link is on the website.   

• Thursday 4th February:  Sixth Form virtual parents’ evening. Details to follow.   
 
Year 11 and Year 13 Exams 
 
As yet, no further information is available on this.  The Government consultation is in process and is due to finish 
on 29th January.  As soon as we hear anything further, we will let you know, as we realise this is a very anxious time 
for all concerned. 
 
Thank you so much to all the parents who have sent kind messages of appreciation to the Academy.  This is a trying 
time for all of us and it makes such a difference to know that our efforts are appreciated.  I would like to thank you 
for your continuing support at this time, and hope very much that you and your families stay safe and well. 
 
Yours faithfully 

 
 
 
 

Miss Bacon 
Principal  
 

 


